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CHAP, choice of ministers acceptable to Parliament, and
*/ in practice subject to dismissal, not at his own
pleasure, but at that of public opinion. Before the
end of his reign the principle was finally estab-
lished that those who administer the laws as well
as those who make them are directly responsible
to the electorate.

(3) in           In principle a similar change was effected in

America by the Declaration of Independence and
^e expulsion of the governors who represented the
to create king's authority. After their formal secession the
national various states had necessarily to fall back on the
meat for expedient of electing their governors, who thus
selves. became responsible to the people themselves.
Events were quickly to prove, however, that in
obtaining control of their executives as well as of
their legislatures, the Americans had secured con-
trol only of the minor interests that affected them.
As explained in the previous pages, thirteen pro-
vincial governments were incapable of handling
defence, trade, and Indian affairs. Before the war,
these matters had been left to the Imperial Govern-
ment. In renouncing its authority, therefore, the
thirteen American governments were brought face
to face with these and other responsibilities of a
like nature, which were common to Americans,
and too wide for provincial governments to
handle. For the colonies were merely provinces in
fact, and did not cease to be such by claiming the
more dignified title of states. It was one war that
they had to wage and, when it was over, it was
one peace that had to be made. Effect had then
to be given to the terms of peace. The war debt
had to be paid, and the vacant territories west of